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Introduction
Corruption has been an issue that needs to be addressed in the Dominican Republic. According to the Transparency International in 2015, it gave the Dominican Republic a corruption perception index score of 33. Also, it ranked the country in position 103 of 167 nations that were assessed (John, 2021). Corruption has been a big issue in the country due to weak enforcement mechanisms that have been put in place to help in addressing the issue. In addition, there has been a lack of political will to ensure that the laws of the nations are applied and followed to the latter in order to have those involved in corruption cases punished for their deeds. In particular, the country’s high-level public officials have acted as barriers towards the fight against corruption in the country. 
Causes of Corruption in the Dominican Republic
There are various causes of corruption within the Dominican Republic. The following are some of the causes of corruption in the DR:
Political and Economic Environment
The occurrence of corruption is normally influenced to a large extent by the political and economic environment. If a country does not regulate the economic activities taking place within its boundaries, then it gives way to happening of corruption. With that having been noted, it appears that the Dominican Republic does not regulate economic activities taking place within its boundaries. The politicians in the country seems to be powerful when it comes to reaching for decisions pertaining trading activities within the country (John, 2021). In most cases, many of the politicians around the country and even beyond have proved to be reaching for economic decisions basing on what they will have in return. Therefore, they have resulted to coining such decisions with regard to economic activities a way that favors them due to greedy for financial muscles. 
Business people have resulted to fueling for corruption to continue taking place within the public offices within the country. In most cases business people are supposed to comply with certain trade restrictions or processes. However, since the processes might be long, many of the business people have resulted to getting involved in bribing the government officials so that they can take shortcuts. They could also be taking illegal business activity within the jurisdiction of the DR government and since they do not want to face the wrath of the laws governing the country, they result to offering the government officials a certain amount in order to avoid restrictions (John, 2021). Such kind of corruption cases occurs in areas where the government officials have been given the authority to decide on the basis of discretion. 
Low Salaries
Corrupting within the Dominican Republic can be claimed to have been caused partly by low salaries of public administration employees. In most cases, whenever the officials occupying the government offices are paid low salaries, they try to search for ways that could help them increase the amount that they put in their pockets by the end of the month. Some might get involved in legit trading activities and therefore result in increasing the amount of salaries that they end up taking home by end month (Amnesty International, 2011). However, there are others who are not able to come up with legit ways to earn extra coins and therefore they decided to gain financial muscles by getting involved in unscrupulous economic activities. The latter group of public officers indulge themselves in receiving bribes which consequently affects the phenomenon of corruption within the country.
According to a report by the Amnesty International (2011), low salaries in the Dominican Republic have been one of the main causes of the increase in corruption cases among the police. The report reveals that the officers occupying the lowest rank within the police force and who are about 45% of the total police force pocket a salary of about 5,300 pesos which is approximately USD 140 per month. The officers who work within the private sector, pocket about 8,356 pesos which are about USD 221(Amnesty International, 2011). This is extremely low amount that cannot enable the officers to meet their financial obligations towards their families. Therefore, they will be likely to engage themselves in corrupt ways to help them meet their daily needs or expenses.  
Education
Education has been noted to be among the leading causes of corruption within the Dominican Republic. People who take part in corruption involving education normally consider the cost and the gain that is forthcoming. It is widely recognized that once a person acquires higher education, then possibly they might get well-paying jobs which would result in uplifting their lives. Thus, one of the benefit that would come from corruption following of education is the high rate of return expected by those involved. A lot of people around the Dominican Republic have been yawning to have great papers or degrees and this urge of good education papers has resulted to making them willing to pay or involve themselves in corrupt practices in order to improve their records on paper or gain a formal qualification (Sanjeev & George, 2002). In some other instances, within the education sector, it can be agreed that educator remuneration or school funding will be tied to student performance. This will result in acting as a strong incentive for taking part in corruption among the educators and the principals. They can involve themselves in cheating in order to receive financial gains or even to remain or become attractive to students. 
Within the education sector, corruption has been taking place around the Dominican Republic schools due to low salaries of the public officials and educators. The amount that the government has been paying the educators and even the public officials working within the educational sector, has been not even enough to cover for their basic needs (Sanjeev, et al., 2002). When the educators are paid low they can decide to get involved in any corrupt way that will enable them in building their financial muscles. 
In addition, there seems to be weak ethical norms and poor rule of law within the education sector within the country. The education officials lacks the moral resistance to taking part or engaging themselves in corruption. This has made it not an easy task by the government officials to fight corruption within the education industry within the country. Also, there seems to be complexity within the education sector as well as the lack of transparent governance (Sanjeev, et al., 2002). The education sector seems to be decentralized and therefore making of decisions has proved to be a challenge in the country. This has made it unclear as to whom should the schools answer to and therefore this has impacted the accountability of the schools to a larger extent or degree.  
Poverty
Poverty has been pointed out to be among the leading causes of corruption within the Dominican Republic. Popular beliefs points to the idea that poverty and corruption are linked to developing nations. This might be in play within the DR since it is a developing country. Corruption has acted as an impediment to the progress of a country (Amanda, 2020). Within the country and even beyond its borders corruption has been pointed out by many researchers to be a cause and a consequence of poverty.
Corruption on the part of citizens, government and even the private sector, it affects the development of the initiatives that are meant to improve the livelihood of the people. This is reached at the point where decision-making process, budgeting and its implementation are skewed in a way that they end up not realizing their ultimate goal. This is the point where government projects result to being stalled for years. In most cases, it is the government that finances public projects such as building of infrastructure, for instance, roads and railways that end up improving the state of the economy. Once the state of an economy has been improved, it leads to improvement in financial status of the residents. With that having been noted, many of the government projects have not been completed and this has led to increasing levels of poverty. With the poor being poor, they have been looking for ways that would enable them get their daily livelihood.  
With the financial resources being looted by the corrupt public officials around the DR, many people have not been able to pull themselves out poverty. On the other hand, the government has resulted to increasing the taxes in order to meet its obligations. Once the taxes gets into the accounts of the state, the corrupt government officials have not been directed them to the projects which they were initially meant for. 
Corruption can also be claimed to be a caused by poverty. The sidelined and the poor incline towards suffering a double level of segregation in the republic. This is because corruption has characterized the rules of the game within the country. The corruption environment has led to increase in income inequality since financial resources have been captured and diverted to projects that are meant for personal gains by the government officials. Thus, the poor people within the DR have resulted to getting stuck on their position within the country. Given a chance for these people occupying the lowest social class, they would grab it with both their hands if it will help in taking them out of their “pathetic” position. Therefore, corruption is the one of the greatest obstacle to decreasing poverty. 
Crime
Crime is also another factor that has greatly contributed to corruption within the Dominican Republic. Crime is a motivator of corruption. With many of the government officers taking part in various crimes, it has proved hard to curb the situation. When people get involved in criminal acts, regardless of their position within the government, should be accountable for their deeds (Amanda, 2020). Since those who are supposed to arrest and prosecute them are also looking for ways through which they can improve their financial position, they have resulted to taking money or any other kind of gains and then let the criminals go free. 
Many of the police officers working for the Dominican Republic forces earn an amount that cannot enable them to meet their daily expenses. This has acted as a bite for the police officers to engage themselves in unlawful activities. The dishonest and immoral conduct by the police officers within the DR has directly led to the increase in crime. Whenever police gets involved in crimes or corruption activities, many of the offenders are left free; no arrests are made or even investigations (Amanda, 2020). Those who have been arraigned in courts, have resulted to buying their way out through involving third party that results to ensuring that the courts have suspended the cases. People who take part in things like drug trafficking, results to paying the police officers a small amount of money which they will later on compensate for by taking part in other criminal acts. 
Health Care
The health care sector has also been pointed out as one of the chief causes of corruption in the Dominican Republic. There are various ways through which the health care sector in the country can contribute towards corruption. One of the way through which the health care sector has been contributing to corruption is through selling of government posts (Sanjeev, et al., 2002). The government provides employment opportunities to its subjects and this is the point where corruption sets in when those assigned to employ healthcare professionals seek to gain through the posts by assigning them to the candidate who gives them money. 
Within the health care sector there takes place procurement processes. It is through the procurement processes that the public healthcare facilities obtain the instruments or any other supplies that are supposed to support their operation ability. Those government officers who are assigned to oversee such a process they decide to receive bribes from suppliers (Sanjeev, et al., 2002). They normally go for the highest bidder as they seek to maximize on their financial gains. In addition, within the health care sector in the DR there has been happening theft or misuse of property. The health care professionals have been looking for ways through which they can increase whatever they will be pocketing at the end of the month through stealing or unlawful use of property such as vehicles, equipment or medicines for personal gains. 
Possible Solutions
There are various ways that could be applied to help in reducing occurrence of corruption within the Dominican Republic. Some of these ways are as discussed below: 
Reform Public Administration and Finance Management
The occurrence of corruption can be reduced through reforms within the public administration and the finance management offices of the government. The government could ensure that every budget is let known to the public so that they can comment about it (The World Bank, 2015). It is from these comments that the government can integrate some of the comments in making sure that the resources that allocated to a certain project are well-utilized. 
Enhance transparency & Access to Information
Once the state has enhanced transparency and access to information, it will not be easy for the public officers to take part in embezzlement of public finances. Through government transparency and access to information, freedom of press and openness will also lead to restricting corruption. Public officers will be fearing to embezzle or mismanage public funds that are meant to finance a public project as they know they will be scrutinized for any dealings that might have led to misappropriation of the public funds (The World Bank, 2015). Therefore, they will turn out to be transparent in the way that they have spent the public resources allocated to them by the Dominican Republic government.  
Empowering the Citizens
The state should empower the citizens to hold the government accountable for any mismanagement of public funds. The government collects such funds from the citizens through taxation. At this point in history, the DR government has resulted to imposing heavy taxes to its subjects. The government should thus ensure community monitoring initiatives that could possibly detect corruption, reduce leakages of financial resources and improve the quality of public services (The World Bank, 2015).  Thus, empowering citizens increases the level of accountability especially on the use of public resources.
Conclusion
Generally, corruption comes out as a major issues in the Dominican Republic that calls for action. It is clear that weak enforcement of mechanisms has hindered attempts to deal with the issue. Some of the major cause of corruption in the Dominican Republic are in the political and economic environment, low salaries, education, heightened poverty levels, crime and health care. A deep analysis of each of these causes will assist to come up with the possible solutions that can reduce the occurrence of poverty in the Dominican Republic. Some of the solutions include enhancing public administration, enhancing transparency on public on public issues and empowering the citizen. Overall, strategic initiatives ought to be embraced in order to curb the issues of corruption in the Dominican Republic.
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